
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This cycle you are learning: Family 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Expectations 

 Complete 3 homework tasks per cycle (or the equivalent time if doing a longer project). 

 Complete 1 week of revision based homework per cycle ready for week 8. 

 Your homework will be marked by a mix of peer, self and teacher assessment. 

 It must be handed in on the due date or you will receive an automatic 30 minute detention. 

 

 Week of cycle 

Functions of the family 1 

Types of families 2 

Conjugal roles and family relationships 3 

Criticisms of the family 4 

Divorce 4-5 

Sociological approaches 5-6 

Alternatives to the family and sociological research 7 

Rationale for home work this term: 

- To consolidate in class learning 

- To secure your knowledge of key topics 
- To practice skills related to your assessment 



Task 1: Due in _____________________ 
Family types 
Answer the following questions. 
 

1. What is a nuclear family? 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What is a neo-conventional family?  
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
3. What is Parson’s view of the function of the family? 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
4. What did the Rappoports say about the family?  
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
5. What is polygamy? 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
6. What is polyandry?  
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
7. What does the term ‘crisis of masculinity’ mean? 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Task 2: due:  
 

Fill in the boxes to explain the different ways sociologists view the family. 

Functionalist 

 

 

 

 

Marxist 

 

 

 

 

Feminist 

 

 

 

 

Explain which view you most agree with: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 



Task 3: Family key words 
 
Add the definition for each of the following key words and learn. Be sure to write the definitions in your 
own words so that you understand them. 
 
DUE: ________________________________________________ 
 
Key word definition 

Beanpole families   

Bigamy  

Birth rate  

 Breadwinner  

Cereal packet family   

Child-centredness   

Civil partnership   

Cohabitation   

Commune   

Conjugal roles - joint/segregated   

Death rate  

Democratic relationships   

Demography   

Domestic abuse  

Domestic division of labour   

Divorce rate  

Dual-worker families   



Extended family  

Empty nest  

Empty shell marriage   

Family Diversity  

Fertility rate  

Generation  

Household   

Househusband/wife   

Lone-parent family   

Marriage rate  

Matriarchal family   

Monogamy  

New man  

Neo-conventional families   

Nuclear family  

Patriarchy  

Polygamy  

Reconstituted family/step-parent   

Symmetrical families   

Traditional family roles   

 
 
 



Task 4: Revise for PPE 
 
 
 


