
 
 
This cycle you are studying: Relationships Poetry  
 

 
 

 
Expectations 

 Complete 5 homework tasks per cycle (or the equivalent time if doing a longer project). 

 Complete 2 weeks of revision based homework per cycle ready for week 8. 

 Your homework will be marked by a mix of peer, self and teacher assessment. 

 It must be handed in on the due date or you will receive an automatic 60 minute detention. 

 
 

 
  

 Week of cycle 

Poetic Terminology 1 

Unseen Poetry: Accident and Emergency by Nessa O’Mahony 2 

Unseen Poetry: Winter Night: Edinburgh by Andrew Forster 3 

Unseen Poetry: The Bereavement of the Lion -Keeper by Sheenaqh pugh 4 

Exam style Question: choice of 3 questions 5 

Independent revision 6 

Independent revision 7 

Rationale for home work this term: 

- To consolidate in class learning and terminology 

- To be able to build up analytical skills 

- To build confidence in thinking about and writing about poetry 



Task 1: Poetic terminology  
Due: ___________________ 
Success criteria: 

 Complete the empty boxes with a definition of the term and an example 
Assessment method: 

 Self/peer assessment during starter  /10 
 

Keyword Definition Example 

1. Metaphor   
 
 

2. simile   
 
 
 

3. a refrain  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
4. personification 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
5. rhyming couplet 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



Task 2: Unseen Poetry 1 

Due: ___________________ 
Success criteria: 

 Read the poem, annotate it with your thoughts and any poetic devices and then complete the 
questions in FULL sentences 

Assessment method:  

 Self/peer assessment during starter   

Accident & Emergency by Nessa O’Mahony 

That is no country for old men; 
the youth get sloshed  
and stagger through double doors,  
tattoos on their arms, 
eyes stoned. 
 
The old men wait, 
knowing their turn 
is a moveable feast, 
despite the bluecoat's promises  
they are eighth on the list. 

And still they wait, 
observe the to and fro, 
the quick dispatch 
of those who arrived  
much later than they, 
assess whose recovery 
would seem the better bet. 

Day crawls into night, 
the digital clock  
a silent mockery, 
(you'd need a calendar in here) 
names called,  
anyone's but theirs. 

Glued to wheelchairs, 
their motions  
are at the whim 
of orderlies. 

The old men wait; 
they know they have no choice. 
It has been ordained  
by those who perhaps forget 
how time passes. 

Glossary: 
moveable feast – an event 
that has no fixed date or time 
(e.g. Easter) 
whim – a sudden and 
impulsive thought or desire 
orderlies – hospital workers 
who move and transport 
patients 
ordained – arranged by a 
higher power in a way that 
cannot be changed 
 



1. Explain what the poem is about in one sentence. 

 

2. How does the poet use the form of a poem to create the idea of waiting? 

 

 

3. What does “assess whose recovery/would seem the better bet” suggest about the staff’s 
attitudes? 

 

 

4. What do you think “by those who perhaps forget/how time passes.” means? 

 

 

5. Which words suggest a religious theme, and what effect do they have? 

 

 

6. In the poem, people are classified as “old men”, “youth” or “orderlies”/”bluecoats”. Why 
do you think the poet puts people into groups like this? 

 

 

7. Where in the poem is repetition used? What is its effect? 

 

 

8. Which stanza do you think best describes the helplessness of the old men? Explain your 
answer. 

 

 
 
 
 



Task 3: Unseen Poetry 2 

Due: ___________________ 

Success criteria:  
 Read the poem, annotate it with your thoughts and any poetic devices and then complete the 

questions in FULL sentences 

Assessment method:  

 Self/peer assessment during starter   
 

 
Winter Night: Edinburgh  
 

 

Night falls quickly as turning back a clock 

But the City is alive with light 

Shops and cafes deny the darkness,  

throw light at the street like baited hooks.  

Offices spill workers onto pavements,  

The yellow drip of lamps washing colour 

From their faces as they pass beneath. 

Cars, trapped in a magnetic flow, controlled  

By coloured lights, thrust beams at the blackness. 
 

 

It can be seen for miles, this Metropolis: 

Glowing orange like a prehistoric fire.  

 

Andrew Forster 

 

Q1. In one sentence, sum up what the poem is about. 

 

 

Q2. How does the poem suggest that people are controlled by the city? 

 

 



 

Q3. What do you think the line “throw light at the street like baited hooks” means? 

 

 

 

Q4. What is the effect of using powerful verbs like “throw”, “spill” and “thrust”? 

 

 

 

Q5. What does “magnetic flow” refer to, and do you think it’s an effective description? 

 

 

 

Q6. Where does the poet use alliteration and assonance, and what effect do these 
techniques have? 

 

 

 

Q7. What do you notice about the final two lines of the poem? What effect does this have? 

 

 

 

Q8. What do you think is the most powerful image in the poem and why? 

 

 

 

 



Task 4: Unseen Poetry 3 

Due: ___________________ 
Success criteria: 

 Read the poem, annotate it with your thoughts and any poetic devices and then complete the 
questions in FULL sentences 

Assessment method:  

 Self/peer assessment during starter   
 
 

The Bereavement of the Lion-Keeper 
 

for Sheraq Omar 
Who stayed, long after his pay stopped, 
in the zoo with no visitors, 
just keepers and captives, moth-eaten, 
growing old together. 

Who begged for meat in the market-place 
as times grew hungrier, 
and cut it up small to feed him, 
since his teeth were gone. 

Who could stroke his head, who knew 
how it felt to plunge fingers 
into rough glowing fur, who has heard 
the deepest purr in the world. 

Who curled close to him, wrapped in his warmth, 
his pungent scent, as the bombs fell, 
who has seen him asleep so often, 
but never like this. 

Who knew that elderly lions 
were not immortal, that it was bound 
to happen, that he died peacefully, 
in the course of nature, 

but who knows no way to let go 
of love, to walk out of sunlight, 
to be an old man in a city 
without a lion. 

Sheenagh Pugh 

This poem is about 
Marjan, a lion who lived 
in Kabul Zoo in 
Afghanistan for 23 
years until his death in 
2002. Sheraq Omar, 
whom the poem is 
dedicated to, was 
Marjan’s keeper. 



Q1. Briefly describe what you think the poem is about. 

 

Q2. How does the poet suggest that the keepers were devoted to the animals and their 
jobs? 

 

Q3. Each stanza, apart from the last one, starts with the word “Who…”. What is the effect 
of this? 

 

 

Q4. What does “who has seen him asleep so often,/but never like this.” Mean? 

 

 

Q5. What could the line “wrapped in his warmth,/his pungent scent, as the bombs fall” 
suggest? 

 

Q6. How does the poet appeal to different senses? 

 

Q7. In what way does the poet show similarities between the ageing lion and the elderly 
keeper?  

 

 

Q8. How do you personally respond to this poem? 

 

 



Task 5: Exam style question 
Due: ___________________ 

Success criteria: 
 Choose ONE of the questions below (each is about one of the 3 unseen poems you have studied) 

 Write 1 side of A4 responding to the question you have chosen 

 Use evidence (quotations) to support your ideas 

 Analyse the language and the structure 

 
Assessment method:  

 Teacher assessment – yellow sticker  
 

Q1. What does the poem Accident and Emergency suggest about the nature of old age and 
youth? What techniques are used to put this across? 
 
Q2. What does Forster say about Edinburgh on a winter’s night? Paying close attention to 
the imagery of the poem, explain how he puts these ideas across. 
 
Q3. What does the poem The Bereavement of the Lion-Keeper say about the nature of duty 
and devotion? How does the poet put these ideas across? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

My question: ………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Sentence starters (use any of the following if you need help) 
 

The poets suggests… 
The image in the line “…” shows… 
One method used in the poem is… 
A technique used to portray ………….. is… 
This could mean… 
Another interpretation could be… 
Perhaps the poet is saying… 
The message of this poem is… 
The line “…” implies… 
The verbs/adjectives “…”, “…” and “…” convey… 



………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Yellow Sticker goes here! 


