
 

 

 

Information guide on how to help 

your child achieve their full  

potential in Year 11.  

 

  



 
The student section  

 

 

Well done on completing the first cycle of Year 11 and the first set of PPE exams. Hopefully you 

will now have a better understanding of what you can expect in the summer. The purpose of this 

booklet is to summarise what is expected of you as a Year 11 student and share some revision 

techniques that you might find useful in the next few months.  

Following some or all of the 10 tips below can make a big difference in both your experience and 
your achievement this year.  

1. Imagine your ideal outcome. 

Success begins with a sense of what is possible. It is much easier to achieve your goals if you can 
visualise what you want. It gives you a clear purpose and can help keep you focused during chal-
lenging times. Imagine yourself opening your envelope next year and ask yourself:  “what will I 
be happy with?” Then give yourself the means to achieve this! 

2. Approach each school day and each lesson with the right attitude. 

One of the most important habits of a successful student is treating school as a gift of opportunity 
rather than as a necessary evil. The students who thrive are not content with being average or 
just skating by. Instead, they focus on using their time in school to maximize their individual po-
tential as much as possible. They do not allow distractions to get in the way of their learning and 
cultivate positive relationships with their teachers.  

3. Take charge of your education. 

The best results come from staying proactive. So don't wait to be told what to do. Seek out ways 
to go beyond the minimum required. Stay alert to new opportunities that will help you grow in 
some way. Take calculated risks. Put your future in your own hands instead of hoping that some-
one else will come along and lead the way for you. Remember to ask questions about the possibil-
ities and opportunities available. Speak to your tutors and to Mr Wilmot in the careers office if you 
require any advice.  

4. Get the "whys" right. 

If you want to become a successful student, then you have to go to school for the right reasons. 
That means valuing results that have real substance and being honest with yourself about what 
you expect to gain out of going to school. Make sure your reasons line up with things that stick 
around—such as personal development, acquiring marketable skills, improving your understand-
ing of the world, improving your ability to provide for yourself and your family, and so on. 

5. Focus on actually learning, not just on your grades. 

When you prioritise gaining deep knowledge, retaining what you learn, and mastering valuable 
skills, the grades tend to take care of themselves. Do not obsess over grades but instead use 
them as one measurement of your progress. If you get low grades in assessments and past pa-
pers, simply learn from them and use the experience to improve your habits. Take the time to  
reflect on the changes that you can make in order to improve and be more  
successful next time. Never forget that employers expect you to back up your 
paper certificate with actual knowledge and abilities.  
 



 

 

6. Trust the small steps. 

Success is not some grand event that happens overnight. It is developed every day, little by lit-
tle. Think of the process of achieving your goals more as evolution than revolution. It takes time 
and it takes resilience. Make sure you master all of the small stuff so that it eventually adds up 
to something big. Routines are essential. Equipment, organisation, weekly homework, weekly 
English and maths workouts, revision, regular attendance at P0 and P6 to name a few. All these 
“little” things will all eventually help you achieve your goals.  

7. Dream bigger. 

Although your short-term goals should be reachable, your long-term goals should feel just out of 
reach. If you always feel like you have everything in the bag, then your big goals probably are 
not ambitious enough. By dreaming a little bigger, you stretch your potential, sustain your drive, 
and increase your chances of reaching your vision of success.  

8.  Stay mindful of negative self-talk. 

If you catch yourself saying or thinking that you are not worthy, that you are not talented 
enough, or that the things before you are too hard or impossible, take a few moments to realise 
what is happening. Be aware that these negative words are not really a part of you but mainly a 
manifestation of your insecurities. Seek advice and help from your teachers, parents, and friends 
when you catch yourself thinking negative thoughts and find a way to change your thinking. Find 
the resilience and the strength to overcome difficulties and believe in yourself at all times.  

9. Revise, revise, revise!!! 

The GCSE exams you will sit in the summer require you to recall a lot of knowledge and it is im-
portant that you give yourself the time to revise what you have learnt in Year 9 and in Year 10. 
The following section will give you some tips and strategies that you might find useful but the 
key message to remember is to start early. If you wait until the summer term to start your revi-
sion, you will probably feel quite quickly overwhelmed with the amount that you have to remem-
ber. It is important that you give yourself the time to revise effectively.             

10. Look after yourself.  

Make sure to make time for yourself away from electronics.  Eat healthy and drink plenty of wa-

ter so you stay hydrated. In order to make sure that you retain the information you need to 

learn effectively, you need to allow your brain to relax. Take the time to go out, get some fresh 

air, exercise and spend time with friends and family. Sport can be a good way to release stress 

and we can sometimes feel more energised after a brisk walk or a run. Make sure you build in 

time for your hobbies in your revision schedule. Sleep well and avoid using phones and tablets 

late at night as this can have a negative effect on our sleep patterns and make us feel tired.  

 

 

 



Helping your child achieve their 

full potential in GCSE Geography 

Paper  Length % Date 

Paper 1, Physical 

Geography 

1 hour 30 

minutes 

35% 21/05/2019 

Paper 2, Human 

Geography 

1 hour 30 

minutes 

35% 05/06/2019 

Paper 3, Geographical 

applications 

1 hour 15 

minutes 

30% 13/06/2019 

Topics for Each Paper  

Paper 1 

Natural hazards (weather hazards & tectonic, 

hazards). Climate change, Ecosystems (tropical 

rainforests and hot deserts), Physical land-

scapes (coastal features and river processes 

including flooding) 

Paper 2 

Urban issues and challenges (Challenges for 

cites in LICs and NEE’s, Issues and solutions for 

UK cities). The changing economic world 

(variations in quality of life, rapid growth in a 

NEE and its effects and major changes in the UK 

economy). Resource management (food, water 

and energy). 

Paper 3 

This paper is based on testing students map, 

numerical, statistical, graphical as well as field-

work skills. Pre-release material is provided a 

month before the exam as well as a fieldwork 

investigation. Questions are based on this. 

Out of lesson support 

P0 Friday - 8.00am to 8.30am in H5 

Contact details 

Head of Subject - kate.empson@PCSA.org.uk 

Student Expectations to Achieve Target Grade 

 Throughout Year 11 we expect students to create a 

week based revision timetable which includes an hour of 

geography. Knowledge is vital so students should be revisiting 

the key information, this includes detailed knowledge of the 

case studies they have studied. All class teachers have 

provided their classes with a case study list, we recommend 

students use their notes, the internet and revision guides to 

rehearse this information by creating mind maps, revision 

cards and practicing exam questions. Closer to the exam we 

provide a homework booklet with exam practice questions to 

complete. 

Useful Websites 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/

examspecs/zy3ptyc 

https://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/

geography/ 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/

Exam Board = AQA  

Specification 8305 

Work life balance is vital, start revision early to 

ensure stress is reduce and take regular breaks. 



Helping your child achieve their 

full potential in GCSE History 

Paper  Length % Date 

Paper 1 1 hour 15 

minutes 

30% 03/06/2019 

Paper 2 1 hour 45 

minutes 

40% 06/06/2019 

Paper 3 1 hour 20 

minutes  

30% 11/06/2019 

Topics for Each Paper  

Paper 1 

Western front & Medicine through time  

This is a breadth study that requires you to  

show understanding of progress in  

medicine since 1250. 

Paper 2 

Elizabethan England and the Cold War 

This paper requires you to have in depth 

knowledge of ONE British and ONE world 

depth study.   

Paper 3 

Nazi Germany  

This unit requires in depth knowledge of 

the topic and then apply this to analysing 

sources.  

Out of lesson support 

P6 Monday - 3pm to 4pm in H2 

Contact details 

Head of Subject - nick.phelan@PCSA.org.uk 

Student Expectations to Achieve Target Grade 

In order to be successful in GCSE history students will learn 

about medicine through time; Elizabeth I, 1558-1588; 

Germany, 1919-1939; and the Cold War.  They need to 

develop ability to recall key pieces of knowledge, use them to 

explain causes/ consequences/ reasons behind something 

and then come to conclusions. They also need to become 

familiar with using sources both from the time and 

interpretations from historians in the present. They will need 

to use their learning to form their own opinions that are 

justified by evidence. They will need to be able to make links 

between different concepts and ideas.  

Useful Websites 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/https://

www.doddlelearn.co.uk/history/ 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/

history/gcse/history-8145/ 

https://www.gcsepod.com/ 

Exam Board = Edexcel 

Specification 1HI0  

Work life balance is vital, start revision early to 

ensure stress is reduce and take regular breaks. 



Helping your child achieve their 

full potential in GCSE  RE 

Paper  Length % Date 

Paper 1, Christian and 

Jewish beliefs and 

practices 

1 hour 45 

minutes 

50% 13/05/2019 

Paper 2, Thematic 

studies 

1 hour 45 

minutes 

50% 20/05/2019 

Topics for Each Paper  

Paper 1 

Religious beliefs and practices. Paper is split 

into 4 parts. Christian beliefs, Christian practic-

es, Jewish Beliefs and Jewish practices. Make up 

of questions is the same for all. Students need 

to know at least 2 views on each section of top-

ics. Half of the marks are based on students 

response to essay style question where they 

have to discuss a statement.   

Paper 2 

Themes. The paper is split into 6 parts, stu-

dents need to answer 4 of these. We have stud-

ied Relationships and Families, Existence of 

God, Peace and Conflict and Religion and 

Life. Make up of questions is the same for all. 

Students need to know at least 2 views on each 

section of topics. Half of the marks are based on 

students response to essay style question 

where they have to discuss a statement.    

Out of lesson support 

P0 Thursday - 8pm to 8.30pm in H8 

Contact details 

Head of Subject - oliver.plumridge@PCSA.org.uk 

Student Expectations to Achieve Target Grade 

In order to be successful in GCSE RE students will learn 
about Jewish and Christian beliefs and practices; 
Relationships and Families; Religion and Life; Peace and 
Conflict; and, the Existence of God.  They need to develop 
ability to recall key pieces of knowledge, use them to explain 
beliefs/teachings and actions and then come to conclusions. 
They will need to use their learning to form their own 
opinions that are justified by evidence. They will need to be 
able to make links between different religion’s beliefs.   

Useful Websites 

https://www.gcsepod.com/ 

Exam Board = AQA  

Specification 8062 

Work life balance is vital, start revision early to 

ensure stress is reduce and take regular breaks. 

 

 

"There are no secrets to success. It is the result of 

preparation, hard work, and learning from failure." 

Colin Powell 



Helping your child achieve their full 

potential in GCSE French  

Paper  Length % Date 

Paper 1 listening  35min (F) 

45 min (H) 

25 % 14/05/2019 

Paper 2  speaking  12 min (F) 

15 min (H) 

25% TBC 

April/ May  

Paper 3   reading  45min (F) 

1 hour (H) 

25% 14/05/2019 

Paper 4     Writing  1 hour (F)  

1hour 15 (H) 

25% 17/05/2019 

Topics for Each Paper  

Theme 1— identity and culture  

Relationships with family and friends 

Marriage/partnership 

Social media 

Mobile technology 

Social media 

Music 

Cinema and TV 

Food and eating out 

Sport 

Customs and traditions.  

Theme 2—local, national, international 

Hometown , neighbourhood and region  Chari-
ty/voluntary work 

Healthy/unhealthy living 

The environment 

Travel and tourism.  

Theme 3— current and future study and 

My studies 

Life at school  

Education post-16  

 Jobs, career and ambition.  

Out of lesson support 
P6 Monday– 3pm to 4pm in L2 

P0 Wednesday—8am to 8.30am L3  

Contact details for Head of subject:  

christelle.parsons@pcsa.org.uk 

Student Expectations to Achieve Target Grade

 

In order to be successful, students will need to develop the ability 
to listen to and respond to a range of questions in the Target Lan-
guage, read and write increasingly long paragraphs on a variety of 
topics. To help them with this, they will need to memorise a range 
of key words, phrases and structures, practise translating increas-
ingly longer passages. Students will need to practise resilience and 
be prepared to take risks in order to progress. A positive attitude 
about the subject and being prepared to make mistakes and learn 
from them will be essential qualities to develop in order to  be 
successful. Students will need to work from home to practise key 
words and exam questions. Attendance at P0/P6 is highly recom-
mended in order to practise speaking.  

Useful Websites 

https://www.duolingo.com/ 

https://www.memrise.com/ 

https://www.languagesonline.org.uk 

Exam Board = AQA      Specification: 8658  

Aim for 5 A DAY. Be prepared to take risks.  



Helping your child achieve their full 

potential in GCSE Spanish 

Paper  Length % Date 

Paper 1 listening  35min (F) 

45 min (H) 

25 % 22/05/2019 

Paper 2  speaking  12 min (F) 

15 min (H) 

25% TBC   

April/ May  

Paper 3   reading  45min (F) 

1 hour (H) 

25% 22/05/2019 

Paper 4     Writing  1 hour (F)  

1hour 15 (H) 

25% 05/06/2019 

Topics for Each Paper  

Theme 1— identity and culture  

Relationships with family and friends 

Marriage/partnership 

Social media 

Mobile technology 

Social media 

Music 

Cinema and TV 

Food and eating out 

Sport 

Theme 2—local, national, international 

and global areas of interest.  

Hometown , neighbourhood and region  Chari-
ty/voluntary work 

Healthy/unhealthy living 

The environment 

Travel and tourism.  

Poverty/homelessness 

Theme 3— current and future study and 

employment  

My studies 

Life at school  

Education post-16  

 Jobs, career and ambition.  

Out of lesson support 
By appointment with class teacher  

Contact details for Head of subject:  

lucy.coleman@pcsa.org.uk 

Student Expectations to Achieve Target Grade

 

In order to be successful, students will need to develop the abil-
ity to listen to and respond to a range of questions in the Target 
Language, read and write increasingly long paragraphs on a vari-
ety of topics. To help them with this, they will need to memorise 
a range of key words, phrases and structures, practise trans-
lating increasingly longer passages. Students will need to prac-
tise resilience and be prepared to take risks in order to progress. 
A positive attitude about the subject and being prepared to 
make mistakes and learn from them will be essential qualities to 
develop in order to  be successful. Students will need to work 
from home to practise key words and exam questions. Attend-
ance at P0/P6 is highly recommended in order to practise speak-

Useful Websites 

https://www.duolingo.com/ 

https://www.memrise.com/ 

https://www.languagesonline.org.uk 

Exam Board = AQA      Specification: 8698  

Aim for 5 A DAY. Be prepared to take risks.  



Helping your child achieve their full 

potential in GCSE German  

Paper  Length % Date 

Paper 1 listening  35min (F) 

45 min (H) 

25 % 12/05/2019 

Paper 2  speaking  12 min (F) 

15 min (H) 

25% TBC   

April/ May  

Paper 3   reading  45min (F) 

1 hour (H) 

25% 12/05/2019 

Paper 4     Writing  1 hour (F)  

1hour 15 (H) 

25% 17/05/2019 

Topics for Each Paper  

Theme 1— identity and culture  

Relationships with family and friends 

Marriage/partnership 

Social media 

Mobile technology 

Social media 

Music 

Cinema and TV 

Food and eating out 

Sport 

Theme 2—local, national, international 

and global areas of interest.  

Hometown , neighbourhood and region  Chari-
ty/voluntary work 

Healthy/unhealthy living 

The environment 

Travel and tourism.  

Poverty/homelessness 

Theme 3— current and future study and 

employment  

My studies 

Life at school  

Education post-16  

 Jobs, career and ambition.  

Out of lesson support 
P0 Tuesday —8am to 8.30am in L3  

Contact details for Head of subject:  

christelle.parsons@pcsa.org.uk 

Student Expectations to Achieve Target Grade

 

In order to be successful, students will need to develop the ability 
to listen to and respond to a range of questions in the Target Lan-
guage, read and write increasingly long paragraphs on a variety of 
topics. To help them with this, they will need to memorise a range 
of key words, phrases and structures, practise translating increas-
ingly longer passages. Students will need to practise resilience and 
be prepared to take risks in order to progress. A positive attitude 
about the subject and being prepared to make mistakes and learn 
from them will be essential qualities to develop in order to  be suc-
cessful. Students will need to work from home to practise key 
words and exam questions. Attendance at P0/P6 is highly recom-
mended in order to practise speaking.  

Useful Websites 

https://www.duolingo.com/ 

https://www.memrise.com/ 

https://www.languagesonline.org.uk 

Exam Board = AQA      Specification: 8668  

Aim for 5 A DAY. Be prepared to take risks.  



Helping your child achieve their full 

potential in GCSE Photography 

Components  Length % Date 

Component 1: 
Portfolio 

No time 

limit 

60% Non exam 

assessment.   

Component 2: 

Externally set 

assignment  

10 hours of 

supervised 

time  

40% Non exam 

assessment  

Students must complete BOTH compo-

nents:  

Component 1: Portfolio 

A portfolio that in total shows explicit coverage 

of the four assessment objectives. It must in-

clude a sustained project evidencing the jour-

ney from initial engagement to the realisation of 

intentions and a selection of further work under-

taken during the student’s course of study. 

Component 2: Externally set assignment  

Students respond to their chosen starting 

point from an externally set assignment pa-

per relating to their subject title, evidencing 

coverage of all four assessment objectives.  

Out of lesson support 

See your subject teacher  

Contact details 

Head of Subject - james.stanley@PCSA.org.uk 

Student Expectations to Achieve Target Grade 

In order to be successful, students will need to develop the ability 
to analyse the work of photographers using subject specific 
language. Furthermore, excellent literacy skills with the ability to 
proof read all written work is essential. Our students are required 
to show creativity and imagination. They need to be independent 
and have the ability to take the initiative. Students will need to 
practise resilience and be prepared to take risks in order to 
progress. A positive attitude about the subject and being prepared 
to make mistakes and learn from them will be essential qualities to 
develop to be successful. We need our photography students to be 
able to take inspiration from other photographers and use this to 
inform, develop and create their own ideas. These ideas need to be 
clear and coherent.  

 

 

Exam Board = AQA  

Specification 8201—8206 

Work life balance is vital, start revision early to 

ensure stress is reduce and take regular breaks. 

The AQA GCSE in photography is 
made up of 4 assessment objectives 

AO1- Develop ideas through investiga-
tions, demonstrating critical under-
standing of sources (artists). 

AO2- Refine work by exploring ideas, 
selecting and experimenting with ap-
propriate materials and techniques.  

AO3- Record ideas, observations and 
insights relevant to intentions.  

AO4- Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises intentions. 

 



Helping your child achieve their 

full potential in OCR sport science 
Paper  Length Date % 

R041: Reducing the risk 
of sports injuries. 
Written paper, OCR-set 
and marked  

1 hour 15/05/2019 25 

R042: Applying principles 
of training  
Centre-assessed task, 
OCR moderated  

approx.  

10 hours 

June 2019  25 

R043: The body’s 

response to physical 

activity.  

10-12 

hours  

25 June 2019 

R045:  Sports nutrition  10-12 

hours  

25 June 2019  

Topics for Each mandatory Paper  

R041: Reducing the risk of sports injuries 

Students learn how to prepare participants to 

take part in physical activity so that they mini-

mise the risk of injuries. They also learn how to 

respond to common sporting injuries and how 

to recognise the symptoms of some common 

medical conditions.  

R042: Applying principles of training 

Students develop knowledge and understand-

ing of the principles of training and how to keep 

performers in peak physical condition. They 

apply practical skills in fitness testing and in 

designing bespoke training programmes to suit 

individual requirements. 

 

R043: The body’s response to physical activity 

R045: Sports nutrition 

 

Out of lesson support 

P0 Wednesday—7.45am to 8.30am  

Contact details 

Head of Subject - tina.delaney@PCSA.org.uk 

Student Expectations to Achieve Target Grade 

As well as developing an understanding of the science behind 
sport and exercise and how to apply it, a sport science student 
will gain a number of useful skills, particularly research and 
analytical skills. You’ll become accustomed to critically 
evaluating information, designing research studies, collecting 
data and dissecting the results. Other skills you will develop 
include: 

 problem solving 

 decision making 

 leadership 

 working with a variety of people 

 organisation and time management 

 written and oral communication.  

Useful Websites 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/

qualifications/cambridge-nationals/

Exam Board = OCR 

Specification J802, J812 

Reading is to the mind what 

exercise is to the body 



Helping your child achieve their full 

potential in NcFE V-Cert in Engineering 

Paper  Length % Date 

Unit 2 Engineering 

Drawing Exam  

Task 1 

45mins  

25% November 

2018 

Unit 2 Engineering 

Drawing Exam  

Task 2  

2 hours 

 Re-sit March 

2019 

Unit 2 Engineering 

Drawing Exam  

Task 3  

2 hours 

 Re-sit March 

2019 

Topics for Each Paper  

Unit 1: Introduction to 

Engineering  

Internally assessed written portfolio of 

evidence covering the world of engineering 

Unit 2: Engineering Drawing  

Externally assessed through a written and 

design exam covering engineering drawing 

techniques 

Unit 3: Tools & Equipment for 
Engineering  

Internally assessed portfolio of evidence 

consisting of written evidence and 

completed practical projects 

Unit 4: Engineering materials and 
their properties  

Internally assessed portfolio of evidence 

demonstrating knowledge and 

understanding of engineering materials 

Out of lesson support  

Wednesday P6 3pm to 4pm  

Contact details 

Head of Subject - david.clay@PCSA.org.uk 

Student Expectations to Achieve Target Grade 

In order to be successful, students will need to be 
motivated, well organised and meet all set deadlines.  
Students will need to demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding of specific engineering skills through 
working safely and with skill and accuracy.  In addition they 
will need to develop their ability to talk and write about 
their work confidently.  This will require them to 
understand key technical vocabulary regarding materials, 
tools, machinery, equipment and processes. 
Students will need to practise resilience and self-
management in order to be successful.  

Useful Websites 

Www.ncfe.org.uk 

Www.technologystudent.com 

 

Exam Board = NcFE 

Specification 601/4522/8 

Work life balance is vital, start revision early to 

ensure stress is reduce and take regular breaks. 



Helping your child achieve their full 

potential in Hospitality & Catering 

Paper  Length % Date 

Unit 1 Hospitality & 

Catering Industry 

90 mins 40% June 2019 

Topics for Each Paper  

Unit 1: Hospitality and Catering 

Industry 

Externally assessed unit. Short and 

extended answer questions based around 

applied situations within the hospitality and 

catering industry. 

Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in 

action 

Internally assessed coursework unit in 

which students apply their learning to 

safely prepare, cook and present nutritional 

dishes.  They will draw upon their learning 

of different types of provision and kitchen 

and front of house operations in Unit 1, as 

well as personal safety in their 

preparations. 

Out of lesson support 

Wednesday P6  3pm to 4pm 

Contact details 

Head of Subject - david.clay@PCSA.org.uk 

Student Expectations to Achieve Target Grade 

In order to be successful, students will need to be 
motivated, well organised and meet all set deadlines.  
Students will need to demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding of different aspects of the Hospitality and 
Catering industry by researching recipes and understanding 
nutritional/dietary requirements and developing culinary 
skills by working safely with skill and flair.  In addition they 
will need to confidently demonstrate their ability to talk 
and write about their work requiring them to use key 
technical vocabulary regarding ingredients and processes.  

Useful Websites 

Www.eduqas.co.uk 

Www.nutrition.org.uk 

Www.food4life.org.uk 

Exam Board = WJEC Level 1/2 Award 

Specification A 

Work life balance is vital, start revision early to 

ensure stress is reduce and take regular breaks. 



Helping your child achieve their full 

potential in GCSE Combined Science 

Paper  Length Date Topics covered 

Paper 1, 

Biology  1 

1 hour 10 

minutes 

 

14/05/2019 

pm 

B1 : Cell Systems 

B2 Scaling Up 

B3 Organism level systems 

Paper 3 

Chemistry 1 

1 hour 10 

minutes 

16/05/2019 

am 

C1: Particles 

C2: Elements, compounds, mixtures 

C3 : Chemical reactions 

Paper 5 

Physics 1 

1 hour 10 

minutes 

22/05/2019 

pm 

P1: Matter 

P2: Forces 

P3: Electricity and Magnetism 

Paper 2 

Biology 2 

1 hour 10 

minutes 

07/06/2019 

pm 

B4: Community level systems 

B5: Interactions between systems 

B6: Global Challenges 

Paper 4 

Chemistry 2 

1 hour 10 

minutes 

12/06/2019 

am 

C4: Predicting reactants/products 

C5: Monitoring /controlling reactions 

C6: Global Challenges 

Paper 6 

Physics 2 

1 hour 10 

minutes 

14/06/2019 

am 

P4: Waves/Radioactivity 

P5: Energy 

P6: Global Challenges 

PAGS P1-P6 

Out of lesson support in Science 

P6 Wednesday - 3.10pm to 4.10pm  

Contact details 

Head of Subject - rosie.callander@pcsa.org.uk 

Student 

Expectations to 

Achieve Target 

Grade 

Throughout Year 11 we 

expect students to 

create a week based 

revision timetable 

which includes an hour 

for each science. 

Knowledge is vital so 

students should be 

revisiting the key 

information, this 

includes detailed 

knowledge of the case 

studies they have 

studied. All class 

teachers have provided 

their classes revision 

workbooks, checklists 

and equations booklets  

for use in revision 

Useful Websites 

BBC Bitesize 

Doddle Learn 

Primrose Kitten 

Exam Board = 

OCR Gateway A 
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Helping your child achieve their full 

potential in GCSE Triple Science 

Paper  Length Date Topics covered 

Paper 1, 

Biology  1 

1 hour 45 

minutes 

 

14/05/2019 

pm 

B1 : Cell Systems 

B2 Scaling Up 

B3 Organism level systems 

Paper 3 

Chemistry 1 

1 hour 45 

minutes 

16/05/2019 

am 

C1: Particles 

C2: Elements, compounds, mixtures 

C3 : Chemical reactions 

Paper 5 

Physics 1 

1 hour 45 

minutes 

22/05/2019 

pm 

P1: Matter 

P2: Forces 

P3: Electricity  

P4: Magnetism and magnetism 

PAGS Physics 

Paper 2 

Biology 2 

1 hour 45 

minutes 

07/06/2019 

pm 

B4: Community level systems 

B5: Interactions between systems 

B6: Global Challenges 

PAGs Biology 

Paper 4 

Chemistry 2 

1 hour 45 

minutes 

12/06/2019 

am 

C4: Predicting reactants/products 

C5: Monitoring /controlling reactions 

C6: Global Challenges 

Paper 6 

Physics 2 

1 hour 45 

minutes 

14/06/2019 

am 

P5: Waves and matter 

P6: Radioactivity 

P7: Energy 

P8: Global Challenges 

PAGS Physics 

Out of lesson support in Science 

P6 Wednesday’s - 3.10pm to 4.10pm  

Head of Subject - rosie.callander@pcsa.org.uk 

Student 

Expectations to 

Achieve Target 

Grade 

Throughout Year 11 we 

expect students to 

create a week based 

revision timetable 

which includes an hour 

for each science. 

Knowledge is vital so 

students should be 

revisiting the key 

information, this 

includes detailed 

knowledge of the case 

studies they have 

studied. All class 

teachers have provided 

their classes revision 

workbooks, checklists 

and equations booklets  

for use in revision 

Useful Websites 

BBC Bitesize 

Doddle Learn 

Primrose Kitten 

Exam Board = 

OCR Gateway A 
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Out of lesson support in Science 

P6 Wednesday - 3.10pm to 4.10pm  

Head of Subject - rosie.callander@pcsa.org.uk 



Out of lesson support in English 

P6 Thursday - 3.00pm to 4.00pm  

Head of Subject - philip.dodd@pcsa.org.uk 
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Year 11 Subject Evening – Mathematics 

• Your child will be part of the third national cohort to sit the new GCSE Mathematics exams in 2019, which will 
be graded numerically rather than on a scale from A*-G. The scale will be from 9-1 where 9 is the highest grade. 
We are doing EdExcel Linear GCSE Mathematics (1MA1). 

 

• To prepare your son/daughter for this we will be using the new GCSE style paper during the PPEs. The first of 

which has just been completed. The next PPE begin the week of 21st January 2019. 

• After each GCSE paper is completed, an analysis sheet will be provided detailing areas of strength and 
weakness. It is crucial that the areas highlighted are worked on – this is how progress is made. 

• There are two tiers of entry for GCSE maths; higher tier awards grades 3-9, foundation tier awards grades 1-5. 
• Final tier of entry decisions will be made in February of 2019. All students in sets 1, 2 and 3 are following the 

higher scheme of learning and will be doing higher. It is likely that all students in sets 4 and 5 will do foundation. 
However, we do adjust this based on individual needs and requirements and it can be changed. 

• Each week students are expected to complete their maths homework which provides students the opportunity 
to practice core GCSE mathematics skills as well as using Hegarty maths and Method maths to practice past 
papers. 

• Every student in Y11 has been offered additional support on top of their normal lessons; this is in the form of 
the Wednesday after school. These enable students the opportunity to get help on revision and elements 
identified from PPEs. 

• Thank you for your support, if you have any questions or concerns, feel free to email your class teacher or the 
Central Leader of Mathematics, Lois Kerrison using  lois.kerrison@pcsa.org.uk 

GCSE Maths Resources 

 
@PCSAMaths  

Follow our department twitter feed for news, revision resources and 
information. 

 
 

 
www.methodmaths.com  

This site allows you to answer past exam questions on a specific topic and 
check your work instantly. There are 10 years’ worth of past exam questions 
available – practising past exam questions is one of the best ways to improve 
your grade at this stage. Will be available to Year 10s in 2018. 
Centre ID: pcsa 
Username: LASTNAME + FIRSTNAME 
Password: angle 

 
http://mathsapp.pixl.org.uk/  
(Also available as a free app) 

This app (also available on desktop computers) allows you to complete online 
worksheets and watch revision videos. You can also target specific GCSE 
grades. 
School ID: PY1843 
User ID: LASTNAME + FIRSTNAME 
Password: LASTNAME + FIRSTNAME 

 
 

Hegarty Maths 
http://hegartymaths.com 

 

Hegarty Maths is available to all our students. Make sure you use the videos 
and complete the quizzes. 



The lists below contain key topics for success in GCSE maths. We have split them into 3 categories: foundation, 
crossover and higher. Use Hegarty Maths and Method Maths to help improve.  
 

FOUNDATION TOPICS (Grade 1-3) 
 

Topic HM MM Topic HM MM 
Fractions 73-76, 58, 77, 

80 
N09, N17, 
N24 

Speed/distance/time 716-720 S21 

Percentages of an 
amount 

75-76, 82-87, 
81, 98 

N14 Reading a table  F06 

Simplifying ratios 329 N16 Bar charts/Pictograms 425 – 426 D01, D03 
Symmetry 827-828 S10 Probability (scale & 

fractions) 
349, 350 D04, D05 

Area and perimeter 554, 550, 549 S01 Rounding 17, 56  
Time problems 711, 710 F07 Plans and elevations 837-844 S22 
Averages 405, 404, 409, 

410 
D06 Angle problems 477-479, 485, 

812 
S02, S12 

Number facts 28, 99, 100, 
27, 33 

N04 Negative numbers 37, 39, 40 N03 

Simplifying 156-157 A02 Indices – numeric  N08 
Substitution 780 – 784 A04 Estimation 131 N11 

 
 

CROSSOVER TOPICS (Grade 3-5) 
 

Topic HM MM Topic HM MM 
Best value 763-768 N20 Trigonometry 508-514 S27 
Rounding, estimation 
and error intervals 

131 N10 Angles in parallel lines 481, 483 S14 

Ratio 329, 332-334 N16/N32 Pie charts 427-429 D07 
Standard form 122-126 N28 Probability trees 361, 362, 

364-367 
D22 

Index laws 102-109 A07 Venn diagrams 372-380  
Expanding and 
factorising 

160-166, 
168-169, 
223-228 

A10/A12 Circles 543, 537 S18 

Averages from tables 417, 418, 
415,416, 414 

D15/D19 Surface area and volume 584-588, 
568-580 

S17/S19 

Scatter graphs 453-454 D16 Transformations 637 – 649 S23/S24 
Straight line graphs 206-213 A17 Sequences 196-198, 

261 
A16 

Pythagoras’ theorem 498, 499, 
501-504 

S25 Equations (including 
simultaneous) 

178-186, 
190-193 

A05/A06/A19 



The lists below contain key topics for success in GCSE maths. We have split them into 3 categories: foundation, 
crossover and higher. Use Hegarty Maths and Method Maths to help improve.  
 

CROSSOVER TOPICS (Grade 3-6) 
 

Topic HM MM Topic HM MM 
Best value 763-768 N20 Trigonometry 508-514 S27 
Rounding, 
estimation and error 
intervals 

131 N10 Angles in parallel lines 481, 483 S14 

Ratio 329, 332-334 N16/N32 Pie charts 427-429 D07 
Standard form 122-126 N28 Probability trees 361, 362, 

364-367 
D22 

Index laws 102-109 A07 Venn diagrams 372-380  
Expanding and 
factorising 

160-166, 168-
169, 223-228 

A10/A12 Circles 543, 537 S18 

Averages from tables 417, 418, 
415,416, 414 

D15/D19 Surface area and volume 584-588, 
568-580 

S17/S19 

Scatter graphs 453-454 D16 Transformations 637 – 649 S23/S24 
Straight line graphs 206-213 A17 Sequences 196-198, 

261 
A16 

Pythagoras’ theorem 498, 499, 501-
504 

S25 Equations (including 
simultaneous) 

178-186, 
190-193 

A05/A06/A19 

HIGHER TOPICS (Grade 7-9) 
 

Topic HM MM Topic HM MM 
Recurring decimals into 
fractions 

53, 54 N32 Algebraic fractions 229, 187, 244, 172 A33 

Negative and fractional 
indices 

104, 108 A33, A25 Solve quadratics 230-234, 238, 242 A27 

Direct and inverse 
proportion 

339-342 N31 Exponential graphs 302, 800-801  

Surds 111-119 N33 Vectors 622 – 636 S37 
Functions 289-296  Circle theorems 594 – 606 S31 
Iteration 322  Nonlinear 

trigonometry 
516-533,  S36 

Algebraic proof 325-327 A31 Similar area and 
volume 

615-621 S35 

Rearrange formulae 280-286 A32 Velocity time graphs   
Equation of a tangent to 
a circle 

320  Cumulative frequency 
and box plots 

437-440 D20, D21 

Transform functions 307-313 A35 Histograms 442-449 D24 
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Higher and Foundation 

Higher tier only 



 Talk to your child about their learning and reassure them that it is normal to feel unsure or 

worried.  

 Ensure they have the correct equipment every lesson so they can make the most of every 

lesson.  

 Encourage your child to keep a healthy routine: sleep, exercise and a nutritious, balanced 

diet can all contribute to a productive day at school.  

 Encourage them to ask their teacher for help if they are unsure of anything  

 Talk to them about the value of learning in general but also about specific subjects and lis-

ten to their concerns with you.  

 Share positive experiences about your learning.  

 Make yourself familiar with their homework booklet and text books.  

 Encourage students to use revision material online such as BBC Bitesize, GCSE pod, PiXL 
apps or Doddle as a means of reviewing content that they are unsure about. 

 Encourage your child to start revising early. Websites such as “get revising” or “revision 
world” have a wealth of ready made resources which students can use to help them in their 
independent studies.  

 Encourage your child to attend P0 and P6 sessions so they can revise content with a subject 
specialist and get focused help.  

 Encourage your child to attend after school test re-sits if they underperform in their assess-
ments. This will allow their teacher to sit down with them and discuss areas of weakness 
and give them the opportunity to improve their result. 

 Get in touch with your child’s teachers or tutor if you have any queries or concerns.  
 

The parent section :  
what you can do to support and help your child reach their full potential in their 

exams.  
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