
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
This cycle you are studying: The Tempest by William Shakespeare 
 

 
 

 
Expectations 

� Complete 5 homework tasks per cycle (or the equivalent time if doing a longer project). 
� Complete 2 weeks of revision based homework per cycle ready for week 8. 

� Your homework will be marked by a mix of peer, self and teacher assessment. 
� It must be handed in on the due date or you will receive an automatic 30 minute detention. 

 
 

 
  

Week	  Date Due 

1 Learning about Shakespeare’s Theatre  

2 Understanding Shakespeare’s English  

3 Non-Fiction Reading  

4 Creative Writing  

5 A Costume for Caliban  

6 Revising	Key	Lines	  

Rationale for home work this term: 
- To consolidate in class learning 
- To build contextual knowledge 
- To develop your creative response 



Task 1: Learning about Shakespeare’s Theatre 
 
Due: ___________________ 

Read the short extract about Shakespeare’s theatre, then answer the questions on 
the next page. 

In Shakespeare's time, a stage wasn't just one type of space; plays had to be versatile. 
The same play might be produced in an outdoor playhouse, an indoor theatre, a royal 
palace—or, for a company on tour, the courtyard of an inn. 

In any of these settings, men and boys played all the characters, male and female; acting 
in Renaissance England was an exclusively male profession. Audiences had their favourite 
performers, looked forward to hearing music with the productions, and relished the 
luxurious costumes of the leading characters. The stage itself was relatively bare. For the 
most part, playwrights used vivid words instead of scenery to picture the scene onstage. 

In 1576, when Shakespeare was still a 12-year-old in Stratford, James Burbage built the 
Theatre just outside London. The Theatre was among the first playhouses in England 
since Roman times. Like the many other playhouses that followed, it was a multi-sided 
structure with a central, uncovered "yard" surrounded by three tiers of covered seating and 
a bare, raised stage at one end of the yard. Spectators could pay for seating at multiple 
price levels; those with the cheapest tickets simply stood for the length of the plays. 

Shakespeare's company, the Lord Chamberlain's Men, was one of several to perform at 
the Theatre, appearing there by about 1594. A few years later, the Burbages lost their 
lease on the Theatre site and began construction of a new, larger playhouse, the Globe, 
just south of the Thames. To pay for it, they shared the lease with the five partners (called 
actor-sharers) in the Lord Chamberlain's company, including Shakespeare. 

The Globe, which opened in 1599, became the playhouse where audiences first saw some 
of Shakespeare's best-known plays. In 1613, it burned to the ground when the roof caught 
fire during a performance of Shakespeare's Henry VIII. A new, second Globe was quickly 
built on the same site, opening in 1614. 

Playgoers in Shakespeare's day paid a penny to stand in the uncovered yard of a 
playhouse, or two pennies for a balcony seat. (It’s hard to find exact comparisons to what a 
penny then is worth now, but a day’s worth of food and drink for a grown man would have 
cost about fourpence.) Indoor theaters like the Blackfriars accommodated fewer people 
and cost more, with basic tickets starting at sixpence. Fashionable men about town could 
get a seat on the side of the stage for two shillings (24 pence). 

Spectators liked to drink wine or ale and snack on a variety of foods as they watched the 
plays—modern-day excavations at the playhouses have turned up bottles, spoons, oyster 
shells, and the remnants of many fruits and nuts. 

  



Questions: 
 
1. How much did it cost to stand in the yard for a play? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

2. What year did The Globe open? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

3. What was Shakespeare’s company of actors called? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

4. How many tiers of seating did The Theatre have? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

5. What rule was there about who could be an actor? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

6. Do you think you would have enjoyed going to the theatre in Shakespeare’s 
time?  Write a paragraph that explains your opinion and gives reasons for 
your answer. 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________  



Task 2: Understanding Shakespeare’s English 
 
Due: ___________________ 
 
Using the glossary on the next page, translate these phrases from 
Shakespearean English into contemporary English. 
 
1. Prithee, let us repair post-haste to yonder tavern for a pot of sack and some 

capon. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Yon wench seems in a choler.  Her humour hath been thus sith days of yore. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. I’faith, the caitiff hath been justly punished for cozening divers townsfolk. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Yon jade hath not the worth of a groat. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Con this page for divers conceits concerning husbandry. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Now have a go at translating these phrases into Shakespearean English. 
 
1. Honestly, I think your face has the look of a worn-out horse. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Go away! I’ve had enough of this quarrelling between you two. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. You will soon have me in an irritable temper, you immoral, low-class rogue. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 



4. I suspect you’ve got some terrible burden on your mind. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. That wretched coward has cheated you.  I would be inclined to testify how he 
has treated you in a harmful manner. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Glossary 

Shakespeare Modern Shakespeare Modern 
Avaunt Go away Jade Worn out horse 
Avouch Testify, prove Jakes Lavatory 
Betimes Soon Lest Unless 
Caitiff Cowardly wretch Lief (I had as lief) 

prefer 
Capon Chicken Methinks I think 
Choler Irritable temper Naught Nothing 
con Study Noisome Harmful 
Conceit Idea O’er Over 
Cozen Cheat Parley Talk 
Divers Various Pate Head 
Drab An immoral 

person 
Prithee I beg you 

Entreat Beg, plead Quaff Drink 
E’re Before Repair Make your way to 
Enow Enow Riggish Playful 
Fain Inclined to Rude Rough 
Fardel Burden Sack Wine 
Fell Terrible Sith Since or because 
Forsooth Truly, honestly Taper Candle 
Groat A small coin Varlet Low-class rogue 
Humour Mood Visage Face 
husbandry Maintenance Yore Times in the past 
Ifaith honestly Zounds! God’s wounds! 

(an exclamation 
like ‘Oh my God!’) 

 
 



Task 3: A Costume for Caliban 
 

Due: ___________________ 
 
You’ve been learning about Caliban in your lessons.  In the space below, 
design a costume for this character to wear.  Write a paragraph explaining 
the choices you have made and how they link with the play. 

 
My Design for Caliban____________________________________________________________	

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________  



Task 4: Non-Fiction Reading 
 

Due: ___________________ 
The passage below is a description of a storm taken from the book that inspired Shakespeare to write 
The Tempest.  Read it through and find 10 words which are new to you.  Find definitions for these 10 
words and write them in the table at the bottom of the page. 
 
For four-and-twenty hours, the storm in a restless tumult had blown so exceedingly as we could not 
apprehend in our imaginations any possibility of greater violence; yet did we still find it not only more 
terrible, but more constant, fury added to fury, and one storm urging a second more outrageous than the 
former, whether it so wrought upon our fears or indeed met with new forces. Sometimes shrieks in our 
ship amongst women and passengers not used to such hurly and discomforts made us look one upon the 
other with troubled hearts and panting bosoms, our clamors drowned in the winds, and the winds in 
thunder. Prayers might well be in the heart and lips, but drowned in the outcries of the officers. Nothing 
heard that could give comfort, nothing seen that might encourage hope. It is impossible for me, had I the 
voice of Stentor and expression of as many tongues as his throat of voices, to express the outcries and 
miseries; not languishing, but wasting his spirits, and art constant to his own principles, but not prevailing. 
 
Our sails wound up, lay without their use, and if at any time we bore but a hullock or half forecourse to 
guide her before the sea, six and sometimes eight men were not enough to hold the whipstaff in the 
steerage and the tiller below in the gunner room; by which may be imagined the strength of the storm, in 
which the sea swelled above the clouds and gave battle unto Heaven. It could not be said to rain: the 
waters like whole rivers did flood in the air. And this I did still observe: that whereas upon the land, when a 
storm hath poured itself forth once in drifts of rain, the wind, as beaten down and vanquished therewith, 
not long after endureth. Here, the glut of water (as if throttling the wind erewhile) was no sooner a little 
emptied and qualified, but instantly the winds (as having gotten their mouths now free and at liberty) 
spake more loud and grew more tumultuous and malignant. What shall I say? Winds and seas were as mad 
as fury and rage could make them. 
 
Expanding my Vocabulary 

Word Definition 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Task 5: Creative Writing 
 
Due: __________________________ 
 
Imagine that you are shipwrecked on a magical, mysterious island.  Write a description of your first 
exploration of the island.  Think about what you can see, hear, taste, touch and smell. 
Use this space for planning: 
 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
__________ 
 
 
 
Put a Yellow Sticker Here.  



Task 6: Revising Key Lines 
 
Due: __________________________ 
 
All 5 of the lines below come from sections of the play you have studied in class.  For each one, make a 
note of what it means. 
 
‘How does thy honor? Let me lick thy shoe’  [Caliban, Act 3 Scene 2] 
 
 
What it means: ____________________________________________________ 
 
‘Ariel, thy charge 
Exactly is perform'd: but there's more work.’  [Prospero,  Act 1 Scene 2] 
 
 
What it means: ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
‘The time 'twixt six and now 
Must by us both be spent most preciously.’      [Prospero, Act 1 Scene 2] 
 
 
What it means: ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
‘Lo, how he mocks me!  
Wilt thou let him, my lord?’       [Caliban, Act 3 Scene 2] 
 
 
What it means: ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
‘Trinculo, keep a good tongue in your head.  
If you prove a mutineer, the next tree.’  [Stephano, Act 3 Scene 2] 
 
 
What it means: ____________________________________________________ 
 

 


