
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This cycle you are studying: Trash by Andy Mulligan 
 
 

 

Expectations:  

§ Complete the activity/task for the corresponding week of study 
§ Write all answers in full sentences and in using your own words 

 

Week Chapter questions to complete: Due in:  Mark 
1 Part 1 Chapters 1-5 and Part 2 Chapter 1 (up to page 59)           /34 
2 From Part 2 Chapter 2 to Part 3 Chapter 4 (up to 105)          /27 
3 From Part 3 Chapter 5 to Part 4 Chapter 1 (up to 162)          /33 
4 From Part 4 Chapter 2 to Part 4 Chapter 7 (up to 185)          /26 
5 From Part 5 Chapter 1 to Part 5 Chapter 6 (up to 222)          /27 
6 Wider Contextual information         /10 
7 Revision           

Rationale for home work this term:  
• To consolidate knowledge of the sections of the novel that are read in class 
• To gain essential knowledge of the text through your own reading, allowing you to access the 

content of the lessons this unit 
• To revise and prepare for assessment   

 



 

 

WEEK 1 
 

PART ONE: CHAPTER QUESTIONS 
Part 1 Chapter One 

1. What is stuppa and why is it wrapped up in paper? ______________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How long has Raphael been working on the dumpsite? ___________________________ 
3. What is their town called? __________________________________________________ 
4. What mountain range does Raphael compare the garbage piles to and why?  _________ 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

5. “You want to come see?” Why do you think the writer uses the second person pronoun 
‘you’ in this sentence? _____________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How old was Raphael when he started sorting rubbish? __________________________ 
7. Why don’t the dumpsite kids wear shoes? _____________________________________ 
8. Who is Raphael’s rubbish collecting partner? ___________________________________ 

 
Part 1 Chapter Two 

9. How old are the boys? _____________________________________________________ 
10. What is a ‘special’? ________________________________________________________ 
11. How much money did Raphael find? __________________________________________ 
12. What else did they find that was interesting? ___________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Part 1 Chapter Three: 

15. What did the policemen offer as a reward for finding the bag? _____________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

16. What does Raphael tell the police he found after his Auntie tells them he found 
something? ______________________________________________________________ 

17. Who does Raphael live with? ________________________________________________ 
18. List all of Raphael’s personal possessions: ______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

Consolidation 



 

 

19. What do the boys decide to do with the bag? ___________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Part 1 Chapter Four: 

20. What is Rat’s real name and why do people call him Rat? _________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

21. Why does Raphael describe Rat as a spider? ____________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

22. What does the key open and how does Rat know this? ___________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Part 1 Chapter Five: 

23. What did you notice about the way Gardo narrates compared to Raphael and what does 
this show us about his personality? ___________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

24. What colour was the handbag that someone found in the rubbish? _________________ 
25. What do you think Gardo means when he says to Raphael’s Auntie, “If one of us got all 

that money you think we’d be allowed to keep it for long?” _______________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Part 1 Chapter Six: 
26. How does the writer show us who is narrating the chapter? _______________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
27. How do the boys get to the central train station? ________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
28. How much are the police offering as a reward for the bag now? ____________________ 
29. What was inside the locker? ________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PART TWO QUESTIONS: 
Part 2 Chapter 1: 

30. Who is narrating this chapter? _______________________________________________ 
31. What is the name of the mission school he runs and how long has he been running it 

for? ____________________________________________________________________ 
32. Who was Pascal Aguila and what was he known for? _____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

33. What did the boys say they needed the computer for? ___________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

34. What were they really researching? __________________________________________ 
 
 
 

  
Peer Assess.  Mark out of 34…………. 

Were there any misunderstandings? Star where they need to purple pen the correct 
answer. PCS any literacy errors in their personal response.  



 

 

Week 2  
Part 2 Chapter 2: 

1. What happened to Raphael that night? ________________________________________ 
2. What number interrogation room is Raphael taken to? ___________________________ 
3. What does the policeman do to Raphael to try and get him to talk? _________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
4. What gave Raphael the strength to keep lying to the police? _______________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Part 2 Chapter 3: 

5. What is the landmark that Raphael recognizes? _________________________________ 
6. Where did Jose Angelico die? _______________________________________________ 
7. What was Jose Angelico arrested for? _________________________________________ 
8. Who did he rob and how much money did he take? ______________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
9. What is Jose Angelico’s relationship to Gabriel Olondriz? _________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Where is Gabriel Olondriz? _________________________________________________ 

 
Part 2 Chapter 4: 

11. Who is narrating this chapter and what is her job? _______________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

12. What is the name of the Vice-President who Jose Angelico stole from? ______________ 
13. What is the name of Jose Angelico’s daughter? _________________________________ 
14. What is the narrator’s opinion of Jose Angelico? ________________________________ 

 
TRASH – PART THREE CHAPTER QUESTIONS: 

Part 3 Chapter 1: 
15. Who is narrating this chapter? _______________________________________________ 
16. Where is she from and what was she doing in Behala? ___________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
17. What does she say about charity work? _______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Consolidation 



 

 

18. What do they tell her to get her to agree to go to the prison? ______________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________  

19. Why do they think she will be able to get into the prison? _________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

20. What do they stop for on the way to the prison? ________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Part 3 Chapter 2: 

21. Who is narrating this chapter? _______________________________________________ 
22. “Things were about to get very dangerous indeed.” The author concludes the chapter 

with this sentence. Why do you think the author does this? _______________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Part 3 Chapter 3: 

23. “Rats and children, children and rats, and you sometimes think they have pretty much 
the same life.” What do you think about Olivia’s interpretation of the Behala lifestyle?   
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

24. Why are there people living outside the prison? _________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

25. How much do they charge to get into the prison? _______________________________ 
 
Part 3 Chapter 4: 

26. What does Olivia think about the conditions in the prison? ________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

27. What does Gardo think about the conditions in the prison? _______________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

Peer Assess.  Mark out of 27: …………. 

Were there any misunderstandings? Star where they need to purple pen the correct 
answer.  



 

 

WEEK 3  
P3 Chapter 5: 

1. Why is Gabriel Olondriz in jail? ______________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How much money did Gabriel suspect the senator of stealing?  ____________________ 
3. What is the money called and what was it meant to be used for? ___________________ 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

P3 Chapter 6: 
4. Who is narrating this short chapter and why? ___________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
5. What does Gardo reveal about how his opinion of Raphael has changed? ____________ 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

P3 Chapter 7: 
6. Where did Senator Zapanta store the money he stole? ___________________________ 
7. What crimes was Gabriel Olondriz framed for? _________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
8. What news does Gardo give Gabriel that upsets him? ____________________________  

________________________________________________________________________ 
P3 Chapter 8: 

9. Who is narrating this chapter and where is it set? _______________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What is the name of the suburb where senator Zapanta lives? _____________________ 
11. What happened to the bag and wallet that were hidden in Rat’s ‘house?’ ____________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
12. How much money does Rat have and where does he keep it? ______________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
13. Where is Rat from originally? ________________________________________________ 
14. What is Rat saving up for and how much does he need? __________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
15. Why does Raphael agree when Rat says, “You can’t stay here Raphael?” _____________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Consolidation 



 

 

 
Part 3 Chapter 9: 

16. Who is narrating this chapter and where does the action take place? ________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

17. How do they get to the house? ______________________________________________ 
18. Who do they run into on the grounds? ________________________________________ 
19. What does he tell them about how Jose Angelico got the stolen money out of house? 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

Part 3 Chapter 10: 
20. Who is narrating this chapter? _______________________________________________ 
21. How many children did Dante Jerome adopt? __________________________________ 
22. What does Gardo learn about the numbers at the bottom of the letter? _____________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
23. What book do they need to break the code? ___________________________________ 
24. What is the name of guard who has promised to help them? ______________________ 
25. What happened to Olivia the next day? _______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
26. What does she compare money to towards the end of the chapter? Do you think this is 

a good comparison? Why/why not? __________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
TRASH – PART FOUR CHAPTER QUESTIONS: 

Part 4 Chapter 1: 
27. Who is narrating this chapter? _______________________________________________ 
28. Why do they leave Behala? _________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
29. Where do they end up staying? ______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
30. How much does Marco want for the bible? ____________________________________ 
31. Why does Rat go back to Behala? ____________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

32. How does he get into the safe? ______________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

33. What does he leave behind and why did he do this? _____________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
  

Peer Assess.  Mark out of 33: …………. 

Were there any misunderstandings? Star where they need to purple pen the correct 
answer.  



 

 

 

WEEK 4 
Part 4 Chapter 2 

1. Who is narrating this chapter? _______________________________________________ 
2. “They would break every bone in all our bodies, slow and mean and loving it.” Knowing 

what the police would do to them, the boys carry on anyway. What does this show us 
about them? ____________________________________________________________ 

3. Where does he meet Marco? _______________________________________________ 
4. How does he manage to escape? _____________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Part 4 Chapter 3 

5. Who is narrating this chapter? _______________________________________________ 
6. What happened the next morning? ___________________________________________ 
7. “…because someone gave us away…” Why is this a good way to end the chapter? _____ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Part 4 Chapter 4 

8. What does the slash mean in the book code? ___________________________________ 
9. Where do they find the map reference number? ________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Where does the map reference lead them to? __________________________________ 

 
Part 4 Chapter 5 

11. Who is narrating this chapter? _______________________________________________ 
12. How do they get out of the room? ____________________________________________ 
13. What do the Police say to Gardo to try and get him to come out? ___________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Part 4 Chapter 6 

14. Who is narrating this chapter? _______________________________________________ 
15. What was Rat’s idea to get the police off their tails? _____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
16. How did the boys get to the cemetery? ________________________________________ 



 

 

17. Why are there lots of other people heading to the cemetery? ______________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Part 4 Chapter 7 

18. Who is narrating this chapter and what does he do? _____________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

19. How are the poor buried in the Navaro cemetery? _______________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________  

20. Who did Jose Angelico get the gravestone for? _________________________________ 
21. What was written on the gravestone and what does this remind you of? _____________  

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

22. What is Vice President Zapanta trained as? ____________________________________ 
23. What is the name of his company and why is this ironic? __________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
24. Why did Zapanta gain notoriety three years ago? ________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

25. How much money are the papers reporting was stolen from Zapanta? _______________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

26. What do these newspaper articles tell us about the public’s opinion of Zapanta? ______ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  
Peer Assess.  Mark out of 26: …………. 

Were there any misunderstandings? Star where they need to purple pen the correct 
answer.  



 

 

WEEK 5 

TRASH – PART FIVE CHAPTER QUESTIONS: 
Part 5 Chapter 1 

1. What is different about the way this chapter is narrated? _________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is the Day of the Dead and what do people do on it? ________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is the number of the grave they are looking for? ___________________________ 
4. What colour is the angel they are looking for? __________________________________ 

 
Part 5 Chapter 2 

5. How much does it cost to rent a grave? _______________________________________ 
6. What is written on Maria Angelico’s gravestone? ________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Whose grave is above it? ___________________________________________________ 

 
Part 5 Chapter 3 

8. Who is the girl that they meet in the graveyard? ________________________________ 
9. What is she doing there? ___________________________________________________ 

 
Part 5 Chapter 4 

10. What condition is Pia Dante in? ______________________________________________ 
11. What does Rat do to help her? ______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
12. Where do they find the money? _____________________________________________ 
13. “It looked like change. It looked like the future.” Why does Raphael describe the money 

like this? ________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Part 5 Chapter 5: 

14. What is different about the way Rat introduces himself to narrate this chapter? What 
does this show you about his character? _______________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________  



 

 

15. What is their idea of what to do with the money? _______________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

16. What does Rat do first when they get to Behala? ________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

17. What does he take from the mission house? ___________________________________ 
18. How do the boys distribute the money throughout the town? _____________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
19. “…that wild wind took it all over our beautiful, terrible town.” Why is this a good way to 

describe the town? ________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

20. What did they find at the bottom of the money? ________________________________ 
 
Part 5 Chapter 6 

21. Who is narrating this chapter? _______________________________________________ 
22. Where do they go and what do they do there? __________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Appendix 

23. “He set me ablaze, as he started so many fires.” What does he mean by this? _________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

24. What number combinations did Zapanta use to lock the vault? ____________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

25. How did Jose Angelico get the key to the vault? _________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

26. How many times did he try before he got the key right? __________________________ 
27. “It is accomplished.” What does this mean and why is this an appropriate way to end 

the novel? _______________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Peer Assess.  Mark out of 27: …………. 

Were there any misunderstandings? Star where they need to purple pen the correct 
answer.  



 

 

WEEK 6 Wider Context 
Living on a Dumpsite        

Meet the kids scavenging on rubbish dumps to survive 

 

Shockingly, 15 million people in the developing world today survive by salvaging waste. Many 
of them are children. We lift the lid on the worldwide scandal of young kids forced to scavenge 
on rubbish dumps to survive. 

Meet Margaret, from Kenya. Margaret lives with her family on the Mwakirunge dumpsite just outside 
Mombasa. Every day she wades through rubbish, broken glass and toxic waste, collecting scrap 
metal and plastic to sell to earn a living. She is 10 years old.  

Margaret told us: "It is very dirty and there is a bad smell. I know there are very bad diseases that I 
can catch here. I am afraid of being cut by broken bottles, nails or syringes. There are some men 
who go round beating people with bottles when they are drunk."  

Margaret is just one of the hundreds of girls who are forced to work here every day. Children are 
missing out on school so they can contribute to the family's income. 

But they don’t earn much. Middlemen buy recyclables recovered by the waste pickers, and sort, 
clean and process them before selling to scrap dealers who sell it on. It's these middlemen and 
scrap dealers who often earn large profits. 

During the rainy season, the residents, who live on the edge of the dump, try to earn a living 
from scouring through rotting rubbish, plastic bags and raw sewage for discarded things they 
can sell. 

As well as the daily grind for survival, people living on dumps often face discrimination. When you 
live and work on a rubbish dump everything about you is permeated by the overpowering smell. It 
identifies you before you even open your mouth as someone who lives outside of ‘normal’ society. 
Dumpsite life also means children are vulnerable to violence– but because people are so poor and 
on the fringes of society there is nowhere for them to go for healthcare or support. 

https://www.actionaid.org.uk/blog/news/2015/01/30/meet-the-kids-scavenging-on-
rubbish-dumps-to-survive 



 

 

Activity 1 
Choose the four correct statements from the list below 
 

o 15 million children survive by salvaging waste on rubbish dumps 

o  The dumpsite Margaret lives on is outside Mombasa 

o Margaret is not afraid of being hurt in the dumpsite 

o The people who sort through the rubbish don’t make much money 

o One of the dangers of the site is drunk men  

o The smell of the dumpsite is inescapable for its residents 

o There are many security procedures to protect the workers on dumpsites 
 
Activity 2 
CONNECTING:  
Write down three ways in which you can link what you have read in this article the novel Trash 
……………………………..……………………………..……………………………..…………………………….. 
……………………………..……………………………..……………………………..…………………………….. 
……………………………..……………………………..……………………………..…………………………….. 
 
EXTENDING: 
Write down a brief summary of how this added to your understanding of the novel 
……………………………..……………………………..……………………………..…………………………….. 
……………………………..……………………………..……………………………..…………………………….. 
……………………………..……………………………..……………………………..…………………………….. 
 
CHALLENGING:  
What is confusing or challenging for you about this information? What questions do you have 
about it? 
……………………………..……………………………..……………………………..…………………………….. 
……………………………..……………………………..……………………………..…………………………….. 
……………………………..……………………………..……………………………..…………………………….. 
……………………………..……………………………..……………………………..…………………………….. 
……………………………..……………………………..……………………………..…………………………….. 
 


