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This cycle you are studying: Macbeth by William Shakespeare 
 

Expectations:  

§ Complete the activity/task for the corresponding week of study 
§ Write all answers in full sentences and using your own words 

 

 

Week  Due in:  
1 Historical Context  
2 Key word definitions  
3 Key Quotations Act 1  
4 Understanding the text  
5 Macbeth Background  
6 The Real Macbeth  
7 Exploring the prophecies  

Rationale for home work this term:  
• To consolidate your understanding of what has been covered in lessons 
• To create a useful revision tool 
• To establish a routine of ongoing revision 
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Learning Cycle 2 

 

• During the Assessment Week, students will be assessed on the material that they 
have covered the previous seven weeks. 
 

• Following this, the teacher will re-teach areas of underachievement, as identified 
during the assessment week, during the Super Teaching week.  
 
 

• The tasks labelled as “consolidation tasks” mean that students should be able to 
complete them using their knowledge from lessons. 
 

• There are also tasks labelled, “research tasks”, where we are asking students to 
spend 15-20 minutes doing some research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Week 1 (p3&p4) – Historical Context of Macbeth 

November 2018 26 27 28 29 30 Teaching week 1 

December 
2018 

3 4 5 6 7 Teaching week 2 
10 11 12 13 14 Teaching week 3 
17 18 19 20 21 Teaching week 4 
24 25 26 27 28 Christmas Holiday 

January 
2019 

31 1 2 3 4 Christmas Holiday 
7 8 9 10 11 Teaching week 5 

14 15 16 17 18 Teaching week 6 
21 22 23 24 25 Teaching week 7 
28 29 30 31 1 Assessment week 

February 2019 4 5 6 7 8 Super Teaching week 

Research 

Useful Websites 

http://literary-devices.com/ 

http://www.parklandsd.org/web/smith/files/2013/05/Historical-Context-of-Macbeth.pdf 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/english/macbeth/background/revision/1/ 

http://www.sparknotes.com/shakespeare/macbeth/context.html 

http://www.shakespearesglobe.com/about-us/virtual-tour 

https://www.playshakespeare.com/study/elizabethan-theatres/2189-the-globe-theatre 



3 
 

  
To fully understand the play Macbeth, it is important to know about the social and 
historical issues around the time that Shakespeare was writing. Read through the 
following information and fill in the blanks using words from the key words box. 
 

Pagan Gunpowder Macbeth penny supported 
hung Women twelve Shakespeare Scotland 

parliament religious Elizabeth I executed Globe 
King’s Men Thames cannon quartered Guy Fawkes 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
         
         
         

            
            
            
            
            
            
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            
            
            
            

King James I: When __________ died without any children in 
1603, her cousin King James VI of ________ became king of 
England. He was given the title King James I.  It was the first 
time that England, Scotland and Ireland were ruled under a 
single monarch.   

James I was highly intelligent and developed a love of learning. 
He enjoyed poetry and reading, and wrote two books.  

He also had an interest in plays. James I became the patron of 
the ____________ – the playing company that _____________ 
belonged to for most of his career.  

Bonfire Night: The ____________ Plot was an attempt by seven 
Catholic conspirators to blow up the new King and his __________ 
in 1605. The most famous of these plotters was ______________, 
although he was not the leader of the group. 

They hid kegs full of gunpowder in the cellars beneath the 
chamber where the king and the rest of the political elite would 
assemble. Enough powder was stored to completely destroy the 
building and kill everyone present. But Guy Fawkes was caught 
with the gunpowder in the cellars, just ______ hours before the 
state opening of parliament. King James I’s life was saved. 

The plotters were tortured and executed being _____, drawn and 
__________! This is the reason why we celebrate with fireworks 
on 5th November.  
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Week 2 – p5 - Key Word Definitions 

 

Witchcraft: Up until the 1700’s most people in England believed in 
witches and witchcraft.  This way of life was related to _______ (non-
Christian) beliefs, and had been tolerated for many years.  But from the 
mid 1500’s religious leaders tried to stamp out these beliefs to make 
sure that people were following the right ________ practices.   

This led to a period of witch hunting where people were tried and often 
________ for being witches. This was happening all throughout Europe 
and America too, and the witch hunts lasted for more than 150 years. 

So if people behaved in a slightly odd way or were around when bad 
things happened, they were likely to be accused of being a witch. 
Suspected witches were burnt at the stake or____________. 

King James I wrote a book called Daemonologie in which he _________ 
and encouraged the trials of witches. He believed the witches were 
being controlled by the devil.   

 

 

  

The Globe Theatre: It is important to remember that Shakespeare’s plays 
were written to be performed on the stage. The atmosphere, setting and 
props within the theatre would have had a big impact on the audiences’ 
reaction and understanding to a play. ________ was performed at the 
Globe in April 1611. 

The Globe theatre on banks of the River _________ was a hugely popular 
theatre in the 1600s, visited by more than 20,000 Londoners a week! 
Anyone could go to the theatre and tickets started at a_______. The 
lower class citizens or servants would stand in the yard or ‘pit’ in front of 
the stage.  

________ were not allowed to act on stage, so men would play their 
parts. As well as performing on stage, actors would also have to work 
behind the stage with props and special effects. 

The Globe burnt down in 1613 by a ________ fired during a 
performance. The current __________ is an exact replica of the original: 
it has a thatched roof and walls made from goat’s hair.  

 

  

Research 
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Research and write the definitions for the following key terms.  
 

Tragedy -  ___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Tragic Hero - ________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Hamartia - __________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dramatic Irony – _____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Soliloquy -  _________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Symbolism - ________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pathetic Fallacy – ____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Freytag’s Pyramid – _____________________ 
 
______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Draw and label the pyramid: 

 

 

Week 3 – p6&p7 - Key Quotations Act 1 
Consolidation 
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It is important to understand both the meaning of key quotations and their dramatic 
importance. For each of the following quotations, write a modern translation and 
then explain why the quotations are important to the play as a whole. 

Quotation 1 
 
Banquo to Macbeth 
‘And oftentimes, to win us to our harm, 
The instruments of darkness tell us truths’ 
 
 
 

Translation 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Dramatic Importance 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

Quotation 2 
 
Macbeth – aside 
‘The Prince of Cumberland! That is a step 
On which I must fall down, or else o’er-leap, 
For in my way it lies. Stars, hide your fires! 
Let not light see my black and deep desires’ 
 
 

Translation 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Dramatic Importance 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

Quotation 3 
 
Lady Macbeth – soliloquy 
Yet I do fear thy nature; 
It is too full o’ the milk of human kindness 
To catch the nearest way; thou wouldst be great, 
Art not without ambition, but without 
The illness should attend it.’ 
 
 

Translation 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Dramatic Importance 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

Quotation 4 Translation 
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Week 4 – p8&p9 - Understanding the text 

 
Lady Macbeth – Macbeth 
‘Look like the innocent flower, 
But be the serpent under’t.’ 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Dramatic Importance 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

Quotation 5 
 
Lady Macbeth – Macbeth 
‘But screw your courage to the sticking-place, 
And we’ll not fail.’ 
 
 
 

Translation 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Dramatic Importance 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 

Quotation 6 
 
All three witches 
‘Fair is foul, and foul is fair’ 
 

Translation 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
Dramatic Importance 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
___________________________________ 
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Read carefully through the following extracts and answer the accompanying 
questions to check your understanding. 
 

Task 1. 
Highlight the four true answers: 

a) Lady Macbeth is knocking on the 
chamber door 
 
b) Macbeth regrets killing Duncan. 
 
c) Macbeth believes he will never be 
able to wash the blood from his hands 
 
d)  Lady Macbeth says she is as brave as 
Macbeth 
 
e)  Macbeth is wearing his night gown 
 
f) Lady Macbeth is more in charge of the 
situation 
 
g) Both Macbeth and Lady Macbeth 
have blood on their hands 
 
h) Macbeth is on his way to murder 
Duncan 
 
 
Task 2. 
Label the following features: 
 
1) Hyperbole about Macbeth never 
being able to get rid of his guilt 
 
2) The metaphor about Lady Macbeth 
being ashamed of Macbeth’s guilt 
 
3) Imperatives showing Lady Macbeth is 
in control of the sitution 

 

Act 2 scene 2 
 
MACBETH  
Whence is that knocking? 
How is't with me, when every noise appals me? 
What hands are here? ha! they pluck out mine eyes. 
Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this blood 
Clean from my hand? No, this my hand will rather 
The multitudinous seas in incarnadine, 
Making the green one red. 

Re-enter LADY MACBETH 

LADY MACBETH  
My hands are of your colour; but I shame 
To wear a heart so white. 

Knocking within 

I hear a knocking 
At the south entry: retire we to our chamber; 
A little water clears us of this deed: 
How easy is it, then! Your constancy 
Hath left you unattended. 

Knocking within 

Hark! more knocking. 
Get on your nightgown, lest occasion call us, 
And show us to be watchers. Be not lost 
So poorly in your thoughts. 
 
MACBETH  
To know my deed, 'twere best not know myself. 

Knocking within 

Wake Duncan with thy knocking! I would thou couldst! 

Exeunt 

 

Consolidation 



9 
 

Task 3. 
Highlight the four true answers: 
 
a) Macbeth trusts his best friend 
Banquo implicitly 
 
b) Banquo is an intelligent as well as a 
brave man 
 
c) Macbeth has no son of his own to 
pass the crown onto 
 
d) Macbeth is angry that by his actions 
of killing Duncan, Banquo’s children are 
now going to be kings 
 
e) Banquo’s father was King of Scotland 
 
f) Macbeth is happy to have achieved 
his dream of becoming king 
 
g) The witches are related to Banquo 
 
h) Macbeth is worried by the fact that 
Banquo knows about the witches 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 4. 

Answer the following questions: 
 
1) Macbeth is speaking his innermost thoughts and feelings out loud. This type of speech is 

called a _______________. 
 

2) The metaphor “Upon my head they placed a fruitless crown” means _____________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
3) Which other Shakespeare play does the line “and, under him, My Genius is rebuked; as, it 

is said, Mark Antony's was by Caesar” refer to? ____________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Act 3 scene 1 

To be thus is nothing; 
But to be safely thus.--Our fears in Banquo 
Stick deep; and in his royalty of nature 
Reigns that which would be fear'd: 'tis much he dares; 
And, to that dauntless temper of his mind, 
He hath a wisdom that doth guide his valour 
To act in safety. There is none but he 
Whose being I do fear: and, under him, 
My Genius is rebuked; as, it is said, 
Mark Antony's was by Caesar. He chid the sisters 
When first they put the name of king upon me, 
And bade them speak to him: then prophet-like 
They hail'd him father to a line of kings: 
Upon my head they placed a fruitless crown, 
And put a barren sceptre in my gripe, 
Thence to be wrench'd with an unlineal hand, 
No son of mine succeeding. If 't be so, 
For Banquo's issue have I filed my mind; 
For them the gracious Duncan have I murder'd; 
Put rancours in the vessel of my peace 
Only for them; and mine eternal jewel 
Given to the common enemy of man, 
To make them kings, the seed of Banquo kings! 
Rather than so, come fate into the list. 
And champion me to the utterance! Who's there! 
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Week 5 – p10&p11 – Macbeth Background 
Read the following Historical Background details about Macbeth and answer the questions 
which follow. 

 

Philosophical 

Religious thinkers in the Middle Ages had upheld the idea of 'The Great Chain of Being'. This was the 
belief that God had designed an ordered system for both nature and humankind within which every 
creature and person had an allotted place. It was considered an offence against God for anyone to 
try to alter their station in life. After death, however, all would be raised in the kingdom of heaven, if 
they respected God's will. Since royal rank was bestowed by God, it was a sin to aspire to it. This 
doctrine – a convenient one for King James – was still widely held in Shakespeare's day. 

Although his mother, Mary Queen of Scots, was a beautiful and charming woman, James I was aware 
he was ugly and lacking in the charisma which inspired loyalty. But he was an intelligent and well-
educated man, and espoused various beliefs which he felt would keep his position secure. One of 
these was the so-called 'divine right of kings'. This was the belief that the power of monarchs was 
given directly by God, and thus monarchs were answerable only to God. Any opposition to the King 
was an attack on God himself, and therefore sacrilege, the most heinous of sins. The anointing 
ceremony at the coronation made the King virtually divine. All the Stuart kings strongly supported 
the belief in their 'divine right' to rule as it was an effective safeguard of their position. They even 
claimed Christ-like powers of healing. In Macbeth, Shakespeare alludes to King Edward of England 
successfully healing the sick: 'such sanctity hath heaven given his hand'. Queen Anne was the last 
British monarch who used 'the Queen's touch' in this way. 

 

Shakespeare and the Court 

During the reign of Queen Elizabeth, Shakespeare's acting company was called the 'Chamberlain's 
Men', and it is known that they performed for the court. After the accession of James they changed 
their name to the 'King's Men' as a tribute to him. The patronage of the King and court was obviously 
valuable to Shakespeare. In Macbeth, Shakespeare seeks to flatter and please the King in various 
ways. Macbeth, the character who usurps the place of a lawful King, is shown as losing everything as 
a result – he becomes hated and demonised by all his subjects, as does his wife, who supports him in 
his crime. Banquo, whom the Stuarts claimed as their ancestor, is presented in a completely positive 
light. When the witches show Macbeth the future, he sees a line of kings descended from Banquo 
that seems to 'stretch out to the crack of doom'. This flatters King James with the promise of a long-
standing dynasty, although in fact James's father, Charles I, would be executed, and the Stuart line 
was to die out with Queen Anne in 1714. 

Shakespeare also included other enthusiasms of the King in the play. James had written a book 
called Basilikon Doron, which looks at the theme of kingship. In the book, James identifies the ideal 
king as one who does his duty to God and to his country and who is also a man of spotless personal 
integrity. In the play, Shakespeare, too, explores this topic, with the character of Malcolm 
representing the template of the ideal king. In addition, the idealised portrait of Edward the 
Confessor, the 'holy king' who has the power literally to heal his people, would come across to a 

Research 
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contemporary audience as an indirect tribute to James himself. James was also very interested in the 
supernatural, and had written a paper called Daemonologie on the subject. During his reign as King 
of Scotland, James is known to have been directly involved in some witch trials at North Berwick. 
Women were regularly burnt as witches, and Shakespeare presents his witches unequivocally as 
powerful and evil emissaries of the devil. In his day, the majority of the general public, too, believed 
in witches and the power of the supernatural, and the witch scenes would have been taken very 
seriously. 

 

Choose the correct answers to the following questions: 

1) In Shakespeare’s time people believed 
a) That everyone’s place in life was given by God and they should be content 
b) People should try hard to improve their station in life 
c) Talented people deserved to rise to the top positions 

 
2) The ‘Divine Right of Kings’ meant that: 

a) Kings did not have to bother with religion if they did not wish to 
b) The King’s power comes directly from God and may not be challenged 
c) Kings were very religious as an example to others 

 
3) The description of Edward the Confessor healing the sick by touch: 

a) Echoed James’s belief in his own powers 
b) Would seem ridiculous to James and his court 
c) Would seem like an offence against God i Shakespeare’s own time 

 
4) In Macbeth, Shakespeare 

a) Tried to be controversial in his treatment of current issues 
b) Aimed to please and flatter James 
c) Included implied criticisms of James and his regime 

 
5) In Shakespeare’s time the public thought witches were: 

a) Terrifying agents of the devil 
b) Pathetic old women 
c) Comic characters 

 
6) King James’s view of an ideal king was: 

a) He could do what he liked since everyone must be obedient to him 
b) He could do what he liked as long as the country did not suffer 
c) His behaviour should be perfect both in public and private 
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Week 6 – p12&p13 – The Real Macbeth 

Read the following information on the real Macbeth and Duncan and then note down at 
least ten differences between the historical figures and Shakespeare’s portrayal of them in 
his play. 
 
Duncan – King of Scotland 1034 – 40 

Duncan became King of Scotland upon the death of Malcolm in 1034. He 
was a much weaker character than Malcolm and a terrible leader. He led a 
disastrous campaign into Northumbria and was forced to retreat ignominiously 
back to Scotland. 

His cousin MacBeth, chief of the northern Scots, also had a claim to the 
throne through his mother. MacBeth formed an alliance with his cousin the Earl of Orkney, 
and they defeated and killed Duncan near Elgin in 1040. 

  
MacBeth – King of Scotland 1040 – 57 

Mac Bethad mac Findláich or MacBeth as he is known in English, the 
Mormaer of Moray, claimed the throne on his own behalf and that of his wife 
Grauch, and after the death of Duncan made himself king in his place. 
Respected for his strong leadership qualities, MacBeth was a wise king who 
ruled successfully for 17 years. He lived in a fortified castle at Dunsinane north 
of Perth. His rule was secure enough for him to go on a pilgrimage to Rome in 

1050. However the peace was not to last: Duncan’s son Malcolm had fled to Northumbria 
after the defeat of his father and had never given up his claim to the throne. In 1054 with 
the support of Earl Siward, he led an army against MacBeth, defeating him at the battle of 
Dunsinnan. MacBeth remained king, restoring Malcolm’s lands to him. But in 1057 at 
Lumphanan in Aberdeenshire on 15th August, MacBeth was finally defeated and killed and 
Malcolm became King. 

  
Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ 

Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’, written nearly 400 years ago, is widely accepted as one of 
his great tragedies and rated alongside ‘Hamlet’, ‘King Lear’ and ‘Julius Caesar’. But how 
historically correct is it? 

It is generally accepted that Shakespeare wrote the play sometime between 1604 
and 1606, when there was a new king on the throne, King James I and VI of Scotland. 
Shakespeare would have gained approval for a Scottish play from the new King. Especially 
one with witches in it, for it was well known that the King was interested in witches, 
witchcraft and the supernatural (in 1597 James had written a book on spirits and witchcraft 
called ‘Daemononlogie’). 

Shakespeare appears to deliberately mix fact and fiction in the play. Apparently 
using Holinshed’s ‘Chronicles of England, Scotland and Ireland’ (1587) as his source, 

Research 
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Shakespeare sets the battle between Duncan and MacBeth in 1040 at Birnam Hill in 
Perthshire, rather than near Elgin where it actually took place. In the play MacBeth dies at 
Dunsinane whereas in reality it was at Lumphanan where he was defeated and killed in 
1057. 

Shakespeare’s play takes place over a year whereas in reality, MacBeth ruled for 17 
years. 

As for the personalities of the two main characters, Duncan and MacBeth, again 
Shakespeare’s portrayal is not historically correct. In the play Duncan is portrayed as a 
strong, wise and elderly king whereas in reality he was a young, weak and ineffective ruler. 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth has virtually no legitimate claim to the throne whereas the real 
MacBeth had a respectable claim through his mother’s side – indeed both MacBeth and his 
wife were descended from Kenneth MacAlpin. Shakespeare also gives MacBeth the title 
‘Thane of Glamis’ but in fact Glamis was not known as a thanage in the 11th century. 

In Shakespeare’s play, MacBeth’s friend Banquo is shown as a noble and loyal man, 
resisting evil, a contrast to the character of Macbeth. In Holinshed’s ‘Chronicles’ however, 
Banquo is shown as exactly the opposite: he is an accomplice in MacBeth’s murder of 
Duncan. The new king, James I and VI of Scotland, claimed ancestry from Banquo through 
the Stewart line of kings. To have shown Banquo as a murderer of kings would not have 
pleased James! Indeed there is debate as to whether or not Banquo actually existed at all in 
history. 

 
Top Ten differences between History and Shakespeare’s play: 
1 
 
 

2 

3 
 
 

4 

5 
 
 

6 

7 
 
 

8 

9 
 
 

10 
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Week 7 – p14 – Exploring the Prophecies 
In your own words, explain what each of the predictions is about and then explain 
how it comes true in the play. 

What it means? __________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
How it comes true? _______________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
 

What it means? __________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
How it comes true? _______________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 

 
 
What it means? __________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
How it comes true? _______________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
 
 

Consolidation 

Thunder. First Apparition: an armed Head 

MACBETH 
Tell me, thou unknown power,-- 
First Witch 
He knows thy thought: 
Hear his speech, but say thou nought. 
First Apparition 
Macbeth! Macbeth! Macbeth! beware Macduff; 
Beware the thane of Fife. Dismiss me. Enough. 
 

Thunder. Second Apparition: A bloody Child 

Second Apparition 
Macbeth! Macbeth! Macbeth! 
MACBETH 
Had I three ears, I'ld hear thee. 
Second Apparition 
Be bloody, bold, and resolute; laugh to scorn 
The power of man, for none of woman born 
Shall harm Macbeth. 

Descends 

 Thunder. Third Apparition: a Child crowned, with a tree 
in his hand 

MACBETH 
What is this 
That rises like the issue of a king, 
And wears upon his baby-brow the round 
And top of sovereignty? 
ALL 
Listen, but speak not to't. 
Third Apparition 
Be lion-mettled, proud; and take no care 
Who chafes, who frets, or where conspirers are: 
Macbeth shall never vanquish'd be until 
Great Birnam wood to high Dunsinane hill 
Shall come against him. 

Descends 

 


